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Exhibit D – Summary of PTA Concerns and Applicant Responses Thereto 

PTA Concern/Allegation Applicant Response 
AppleTree and Amidon-Bowen Compete for 
Students and Resources
The PTA’s primary concern with the Project’s 
anticipated inclusion of AppleTree as a ground 
floor use is a concern about competition. 
AppleTree, a public charter school in a brand new 
facility has the potential to draw students from the 
same pool as Amidon-Bowen. If AppleTree were 
to draw neighborhood students from Amidon-
Bowen, it could potentially negatively impact the 
financial resources that the District allocates to 
Amidon-Bowen (because the District allocates 
resources to public schools in proportion to the 
number of students enrolled in the school), which 
could potentially reduce the quality of the 
education of those students enrolled at Amidon-
Bowen. The PTA is particularly concerned with a 
reduction in funding because Amidon-Bowen 
currently purportedly serves a high-need 
population. 

The PTA’s concern with AppleTree specifically is a bit misplaced on this point: the 
District has a lottery system for public schools and public charter schools that allows 
students to enroll in any public or public charter school across the District.1 As a 
result, Amidon-Bowen competes with all other pre-K programs across the District 
for students, and AppleTree is just one competitor among more than 220 others. 
Therefore, the PTA’s concern is not specifically with AppleTree but with the 
District’s broader public policy decision of allowing students a choice of schools to 
attend. According to school year 2016-17 data from DCPS,2 students living within 
Amidon-Bowen boundaries and eligible to attend that school attended 84 different 
public and public charter schools across the District. AppleTree is hardly the only 
school drawing students from Amidon-Bowen.3

Moreover, Amidon-Bowen itself on net benefits from school choice in the District: 
according to statistics from the DME, of the 350 students enrolled at Amidon-
Bowen during the 2016-17 school year, only 143 (approximately 40 percent) lived 
“in-bounds”; the other 60 percent came from other elementary school boundary 
zones (i.e., from “out of bounds”). That is, in the recent past, the majority of 
Amidon-Bowen’s students elect to leave their in-bounds school in favor of Amidon-
Bowen. See Exhibit D-1. 

The PTA’s objection to AppleTree is not an objection to AppleTree specifically as 
part of the Project, but rather to AppleTree’s mere existence in Southwest and to the 
District’s longstanding policy of allowing students to elect to attend schools outside 
of the boundaries within which they reside. 

1 See 5-A DCMR ch. 50. 
2 See Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education [“DME”], SY2016-17 Public School Enrollments per DCPS Boundary.xlsx (Last visited February 17, 

2019), https://dme.dc.gov/node/1269251. 
3 Including Amidon-Bowen Elementary School and AppleTree, a report from the DME shows only three total public or charter schools in Southwest DC in 

the 2017-2018 school year, the most recent report available. See DME, DC Public Education Master Facilities Plan 2018: A Foundational Study at 2-4, Fig. 2.1 
(November 2018) available at 
https://dme.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dme/publication/attachments/DC%20Public%20Education%20Master%20Facilities%20Plan%202018.pdf
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AppleTree’s Inclusion In the Project Allows It 
to Increase Its Enrollment  

In addition to the foregoing concern with 
AppleTree enhancing its competitive advantage 
with Amidon-Bowen by virtue of the new facility 
for AppleTree, the PTA is concerned that 
competition will increase if AppleTree increases 
its overall enrollment. 

The competitive advantage that AppleTree might gain by virtue of its inclusion 
in a new facility in the Project is greatly offset by the relatively difficult path it 
has taken and is on until the Project opens. AppleTree’s existing Southwest 
Center, which has been in existence for nearly two decades, has generally been 
located in trailers and other temporary structures and has moved multiple times. 
Until the Project opens, it will shut down entirely at the end of the 2018-19 
school year. On the other hand, Amidon-Bowen underwent a $5 million 
renovation concluding in 2012, has not had to relocate, and will be stable and 
open between now and the time AppleTree resumes operation, which is not 
likely to occur until 2022 at the earliest.4

AppleTree is highly unlikely to have adverse impacts on Amidon-Bowen or the 
public school system in general because the charter school and the public school 
have co-existed in Southwest for nearly two decades since AppleTree first 
opened. AppleTree provides additional educational opportunities for District 
families in a part of the District that is seeing an increase in development and 
population growth.  

AppleTree’s Interference with Early Exposure 
to Amidon-Bowen 

The PTA identified AppleTree’s pre-kindergarten 
program as a particular concern because it has the 
potential to draw away students at the beginning of 
their education, when parents are making an 
important early decision about where to send their 
students to school. 

District students have the option to re-enter the school choice lottery even after 
making an initial election. That is, a student enrolling in a charter school at the 
pre-kindergarten level is not precluded from going to a public school for a 
subsequent school year. Such a change is not unheard of, as at least one parent of 
an Amidon-Bowen student testified at the public hearing that her child initially 
enrolled in an out-of-bounds charter school before enrolling at Amidon-Bowen 
subsequently.  

4 William Rich, Amidon-Bowen Opens New Doors, HILLRAG.COM (Sept. 5, 2012) http://www.capitalcommunitynews.com/content/amidon-bowen-opens-
new-doors  
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AppleTree’s Failure To Encourage Its Students 
to Attend Neighborhood Public Schools 

The PTA is concerned that AppleTree does not 
encourage its students to attend neighborhood (i.e., 
DCPS) schools once AppleTree’s students 
graduate from AppleTree’s pre-kindergarten 
program into kindergarten. 

Whether AppleTree encourages its students from enrolling in other charter 
schools for kindergarten and beyond (or does not actively encourage its students 
to enroll in neighborhood public schools) does not have any nexus to the PUD 
proceeding before the Commission. AppleTree’s inclusion in the Project has 
only arguably impacts on the nearby public elementary school, and the impacts 
of AppleTree’s recruitment practices on DCPS schools are even more 
diminished. 

The Applicant Lacked Transparency 
Regarding AppleTree Lease Negotiations 

The PTA expressed concerns about not knowing 
the length of AppleTree’s lease with the Applicant 
and other details regarding the arrangement 
between AppleTree and the Applicant.  

The Applicant has entered into negotiations with AppleTree for AppleTree to 
lease space within the building. That lease is not yet final, but it is close to being 
final. AppleTree does not have any option to purchase space. The PTA asked the 
Applicant for a current copy of the still-under-negotiation lease. The Applicant 
does not, as a matter of course, make its leasing documents available to third 
parties, and the lease contains a confidentiality provision prohibiting both parties 
from sharing the lease. The Applicant has disclosed to the PTA that the current 
term of the lease to AppleTree is 12 years (co-terminus with the term of 
AppleTree’s charter). 

The Project’s Inclusion of AppleTree Deviates 
from the Applicant’s RFP Response 

The PTA pointed out that the Applicant’s response 
to DMPED’s RFP for the Project did not identify 
AppleTree as a potential tenant.  

The PTA correctly notes that the Applicant’s RFP response, which was 
submitted to DMPED in 2015, did not identify AppleTree as a potential tenant or 
a public charter school as a potential use. However, the Project’s ground floor 
plan was not entirely allocated in 2015 and has evolved since 2015 and will 
continue to do so prior to and after completion of construction.  

A public charter/pre-kindergarten use (i.e., AppleTree) was identified as a 
potential tenant of the Project as early as December 2017 in the Applicant’s pre-
filing “Notice of Intent to File a Zoning Application” and during the January 
2018 public meeting of ANC 6D and was identified in the Applicant’s initial 
application materials filed in May 2018. The Applicant has made no secret of its 
intent to include AppleTree in the Project. This includes the AppleTree-informed 
design of the Project and in particular, the design of the private drive and Play 
Area, resulting in a new publicly-accessible play area that benefits families of 
both AppleTree and Amidon-Bowen. 
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Lack of an Education Impact Analysis in the 
Record before the Zoning Commission 

The PTA noted that the Commission studies 
transportation and economic and other impacts but 
does not have anything in the record in this case 
regarding the Project’s education impacts.  

The Applicant’s initial filings included information relevant to the Project’s 
impact on educational services in the District.  

In addition, at the public hearing, the Commission asked for a report from DME 
on the potential impacts of the Project, and the Applicant has worked with the 
Office of Planning and DMPED to encourage DME to provide the requested 
report. 

[End of Exhibit D]
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Exhibit D-1 

Amidon-Bowen Elementary School Profile14

14 Amidon-Bowen Elementary School, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS (last visited February 18, 2019) 
http://profiles.dcps.dc.gov/amidon-bowen+elementary+school (emphasis added).


